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Children is a virtual lighthouse
for children and families who
have experienced anguish and
unspeakable pain. They need more
than just a glimmer of hope
and help. They need all of
us toshine our lights collectively,
to let others know of the center.

Shining our light also means
talking about the issue of
child sexual abuse with family,
friends and elected officials,
We have a beacon of hope and
justice for child sexual abuse
victims.

We must never let the light
g0 out.

The Dr. Bill Lewis Center for

D Bill Lewis

JJ.%] er for’Children

The Dr. Bill Lewis Center for
Children has been awarded a
$5,000 grant from the Lincoln
Financial Foundation. The
board and staff of the center
gratefully appreciate this sup-
port to help the center continue
providing services to child victims
of reported sexual abuse.

##Check out other info on the
center’s new Web site:
www.lewiscenterforchildren.org
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‘Shedding Light on
Child Sexual Abuse
Time to Act
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These businesses are helping light

the way with donation boxes

at their checkouts in October:

*Bagel Station

*Cedar Creek Veterinary
Clinic

*Copy Solutions

*Cosmos on St. Joe Center

#Curves at Time Corners &
Leo

*CVS at State & Beacon

*Dairy Queen on Illinois,
Lima & Maplecrest Roads

*Deli 620

*Dr, Bill Lewis Ctr. for Children

*Dr, Hassan Taki

*East of Chicago Pizza in Leo

*Firefly Coffee House

#Grabill Veterinary Clinic

*All Don Hall’s restaurants

*Klemm’s Candelite Café

*New Haven Police Dept.

*Pint and Slice

Ina perfect world, children live in a safe,
nurturing environment, loved by their
families and protected from harm.

But, as we know too well, our world is
not perfect. The sad reality is children are assaulted and sexually
abused far too frequently. Statistics tell us one in four girls and one in six
boys are sexually abused before the age of 18. Nearly 70% of all

*Pio Market
#*SCAN Inc.
*H. Souder & Sons Store
* HELP SHINE THE LIGHT:
chkey s Wild Hare, 2810 Maplecrest Road, is
d onating 10 % of all _o%ceds for quﬁ*& non-alcohohc
drinks to the Dr. Blll S enter for Children
on Wed. Oct. 27, DINE IN RPURCHASE CARR -O
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Pat Smallwood

reported sexual assaults (including assaults on adults) are of children ages
17 and younger. Fewer than one in 10 will ever tell. If'stimetoact.
If child sexual abuse was a discase, we’d be having telethons, marches and other public events
to raise money to find a cure. But sexual abuse is a hidden disease, a secret disease, one that happens
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in some other place to some
other family to some other child.
The personal pain and trauma
that abused children endure
are invisible and easily ignored.
It’s much too easy for us to turn
the other way. It’s much too
hard for families to know where
to turn for help, guidance and
understanding.

Until recently, children who
reported sexual abuse were shuffled
from agency to agency — from
the Department of Child Services
to the police department to the
hospital. They told their story
over and over again, until by the
3 or 4™ time, the story became
disjointed and fragmented. Different
questions by different people on
different days led to confusion
for the children and weakened
the prosecutor’s case against the
accused offender. The process
compounded the physical and
emotional trauma inflicted by the
abuse and, in essence, re-victimized
children who needed our help and
suppott.

The Dr. Bill Lewis Center for
Children, a nationally accredited
child advocacy center, was
established to provide safe,
forensic interviews for children
in a child-friendly environment.
The interview is conducted by
a specially trained forensic
interviewer while a coordinated
investigative team, including
rggresentatives from law
enforcement, the prosecutor’s office,
victim assistance, child welfare and
the Fort Wayne Sexual Assault
Treatment Center, watches and
interacts through closed circuit
TV. This collaborative effort
minimizes trauma to the child and
coordinates a complete and effective
response to protect the child.

I have been a forensic interviewer
for more than 25 years. I have
listened to little ones tell me
piece by painful piece about the
physical trauma, the emotional
abuse, the psychological terror
they’ve endured. Emily, a beautiful
4 year-old, finally felt safe
enough in her interview to tell me
what had happened to her and

her little sister. The horrific details
poured out in one long gush

of words and without even
pausing to breathe, she asked,
“Am 1 going to jail now?” Her
question broke my heart.

When asked why I continue to
do this work, I remember Emily
and all the others who are
counting on me to hear their
voice and help end their pain.
You can do something right now
to help the children in this
community. Educate yourself.
Make it your responsibility
to protect the children in your
life. Support the Dr. Bill Lewis
Center for Children in its effort to
intervene and make a difference
for the children who come
through our door. Your donation
to the “Shedding Light on Child
Sexual Abuse” campaign will
help that light shine brighter.

Patricia Smallwood, lead interviewer for the
Dr. Bill Lewis Center, wrote this editorial for The
Journal Gazette.

A BIG THANKS to t
chains for the Octob

Dr. Bill Lewis
CENTER for CHLDREN

Providing safe, forensic interviews for children
2730 E. State Blvd., Suite 3
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
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toward cost of flashlight key

i

Flaslights will bosold at
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